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1. Introduction 

What Is Deafpedia? 

Deafpedia (deafpedia.org) is an open-access educational website about Deaf culture, sign 
languages, and the Deaf community in Europe. It was created by the SignBridge project — 
an Erasmus+ partnership between Innosign (Slovakia) and Turkoois (Netherlands), with 
technical support from SignCoders. 

Deafpedia offers short, easy-to-read articles on topics that matter to Deaf people. Every 
article is written in simple language (A2 level) and many are translated into national sign 
languages (Dutch Sign Language — NGT, and Slovak Sign Language — SPJ) as video 
content. 

 

Homepage of deafpedia.org 

Why Open-Source Contributions Matter 

The SignBridge project created Deafpedia with a clear goal: the website should continue to 
grow after the project ends. This means that people outside the project team — like you — 
can write and submit new articles. 

Open-source contributions help Deafpedia: 

●​ Stay current — New articles keep the website fresh and up-to-date 
●​ Grow in coverage — More topics mean more value for readers 
●​ Represent diverse voices — Contributors from different countries bring different 

perspectives 
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●​ Become sustainable — The website can continue without depending on one team 

These guidelines explain how to write articles for Deafpedia and how to submit them. They 
are based on the internal Guidelines for Articles v1.5 (by Marek Kanaš, Innosign) and 
adapted for external contributors. 

How This Document Is Organised 
Section What You Will Learn 

Who Can Contribute Who is welcome to write for Deafpedia 
Article Writing Guidelines How to write a good article 
Translation Guidelines How sign language translations work 
Submission Process Step-by-step: how to submit your article 
Editorial Review How we check submitted articles 
Quality Checklist A checklist to use before you submit 
Licensing and Attribution Your rights as a contributor 
Community Standards Rules for respectful participation 
Support and Contact Where to get help 

 

2. Who Can Contribute 

Deafpedia welcomes contributions from everyone who has knowledge, experience, or 
passion related to the Deaf community. You do not need to be a professional writer. These 
guidelines will help you structure your article. 

Target Contributors 

●​ Deaf individuals — Share your lived experience, cultural knowledge, and perspective 
●​ Hearing allies — Contribute knowledge about accessibility, inclusion, and collaboration 
●​ Professionals — Teachers, therapists, interpreters, social workers, and other specialists 
●​ Academics and researchers — Share findings from Deaf studies, linguistics, education, 

and related fields 
●​ Students — Research projects and essays can become valuable Deafpedia articles 
●​ Organisations — Deaf associations, advocacy groups, and service providers 

Language Requirements 

Articles can be submitted in one of three languages: 

Language Code Notes 
English EN Preferred for international topics 
Dutch NL For topics specific to the Netherlands or Flanders 
Slovak SK For topics specific to Slovakia 
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If your first language is not one of these, you can still contribute. Write in the language you 
are most comfortable with, and our editorial team will help with language editing. 

What You Need 

●​ A topic related to Deaf culture, sign language, or the Deaf community 
●​ Access to at least 2 reputable sources (websites, books, or research papers) 
●​ Basic computer skills (you will submit through a web form) 
●​ Willingness to revise your article if the editorial team requests changes 

 

3. Article Writing Guidelines 

This section explains how to write a good article for Deafpedia. These guidelines are 
simplified from the internal Guidelines for Articles v1.5 to make them accessible to all 
contributors. 

3.1 Topic Selection 

Your article must relate to one of the following themes: 

●​ Deaf Culture — Traditions, values, identity, community life 
●​ Sign Languages — Linguistics, history, recognition, varieties 
●​ Deaf History — Historical events, movements, key figures 
●​ Education — Schools for the Deaf, bilingual education, inclusion 
●​ Technology and Accessibility — Assistive technology, captioning, apps 
●​ Health and Wellbeing — Mental health, healthcare access, Deaf-friendly services 
●​ Rights and Advocacy — Legal frameworks, UN CRPD, accessibility laws 
●​ Arts and Media — Deaf art, theatre, film, literature 
●​ Employment — Workplace inclusion, career opportunities, discrimination 
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Example of article categories on deafpedia.org 

Important requirements: 

●​ Your topic must have a European focus — Discuss the topic from a pan-European 
perspective 

●​ Include examples from multiple countries when possible 
●​ The topic should not duplicate an existing article on deafpedia.org — Check the website 

first 

3.2 Article Structure 

Every Deafpedia article follows a consistent structure. Use the template below as your 
starting point. 

Title 

●​ Clear and concise — the reader should understand the topic immediately 
●​ Include the European focus when relevant (e.g., "Deaf Education in Europe") 
●​ Maximum 10 words 

Introduction (1–2 paragraphs) 

●​ Define the topic in simple terms 
●​ Explain why it is relevant to Deaf readers 
●​ Give a brief overview of what the article covers 

Main Body (3–5 sections) 

Organise your content into logical sections with descriptive headings. Consider including: 
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●​ Overview — What is this topic? Define key concepts 
●​ European Context — How does this topic look across Europe? 
●​ National Examples — Specific examples from 2–3 European countries 
●​ Impact on the Deaf Community — Why does this matter for Deaf people? 
●​ Current Developments — What is happening now? Future outlook 

Conclusion (1 paragraph) 

●​ Summarise the main points 
●​ Emphasise the European perspective 
●​ End with a forward-looking statement or call to action 

References 

●​ List all sources at the end of the article 
●​ Use numbered references: [1], [2], [3] 
●​ Include URLs or DOIs for online sources 

Target length: Approximately 400 words (excluding references), which is about one A4 
page. 

 

Example of a well-structured article on deafpedia.org 

3.3 Writing Style 

Deafpedia articles are written for a wide audience, including Deaf readers for whom the 
written language may be a second language. Follow these rules: 

Guideline Example 
Use A2 language level Simple words, short sentences 
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Write short paragraphs 2–4 sentences per paragraph 
Define technical terms "Audism (discrimination against Deaf people) is..." 
Avoid jargon Write "hearing aid" not "amplification device" 
Avoid idioms Write "this is important" not "this is the tip of the iceberg" 
Use active voice "The school teaches..." not "It is taught by the school..." 
Use descriptive hyperlinks "Read more about Deaf Gain" not "Click here" 

 

Tip: Read your article out loud. If a sentence feels too long or complicated, break it into two 
shorter sentences. 

3.4 European Focus 

Every Deafpedia article should provide a European perspective. This means: 

●​ Start with a pan-European overview of the topic 
●​ Include examples from at least 2 different European countries 
●​ When discussing policies, compare European-wide initiatives with national 

approaches 
●​ For historical topics, consider the broader European context alongside national events 
●​ Use statistics or facts from European sources (e.g., European Union of the Deaf, 

European Disability Forum) 

3.5 Visual Elements 

Visual elements make articles more engaging and accessible. When writing your article, 
consider: 

●​ Image suggestions — Describe what images would complement your text (e.g., "Photo 
of a sign language class" or "Map showing sign language recognition in Europe") 

●​ Alt text — Every image must have alternative text that describes what the image shows. 
This is required for accessibility 

●​ Video content — If you know of relevant sign language videos, include links 
●​ Tables and diagrams — Use these to present comparative data or timelines 

Note: You do not need to provide final images. Our editorial team can help find or create 
appropriate visuals. But please describe what images you would suggest. 

3.6 Citations and References 

Good sources make your article trustworthy. Follow these rules: 

●​ Include at least 2 sources per article 
●​ Use reputable sources — Academic papers, government reports, Deaf organisations, 

established news outlets 
●​ Use numbered references in the text: [1], [2], [3] 
●​ Include the full URL or DOI for each source 
●​ Try to include sources from different European countries 
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Citation format example: 

[1] European Union of the Deaf (2023). "EUD Position Paper on Sign Language 
Recognition." https://www.eud.eu/position-papers/ 

[2] Haualand, H. & Allen, C. (2009). "Deaf People and Human Rights." World Federation of 
the Deaf. https://doi.org/10.xxxx/example 

Sources to avoid: 

●​ Personal blogs without citations 
●​ Social media posts 
●​ Sources older than 15 years (unless historically significant) 
●​ Sources in languages that cannot be verified 

3.7 Cultural Sensitivity 

Writing about the Deaf community requires cultural awareness. Follow these principles: 

●​ Use respectful terminology — Write "Deaf" (capital D) when referring to the cultural 
community, "deaf" (lowercase) when referring to the audiological condition 

●​ Highlight Deaf Gain — Frame deafness as a cultural identity, not a medical deficit. 
Emphasise the positive contributions of Deaf people 

●​ Avoid stereotypes — Do not portray Deaf people as helpless, inspirational solely 
because of their deafness, or defined by their hearing loss 

●​ Represent diversity — The Deaf community includes people of all backgrounds, 
ethnicities, genders, and abilities 

●​ Balance perspectives — While highlighting positive aspects, also address real 
challenges faced by the community 

●​ Respect sign languages — Acknowledge sign languages as complete, natural 
languages with their own grammar and structure 

 

4. Translation Guidelines 

To make Deafpedia as accessible as possible, articles are translated into national sign 
languages in the form of video content wherever possible. Contributors are encouraged to 
contribute to this themselves by creating or proposing a translation of their article (where 
possible). 

In this section, we explain how the translation process works and what is expected of 
contributors. In the following subsections, you can read step by step how to do this yourself. 

4.1 Translation Principles 

Sign language translations follow these principles (from the Video Guidelines v1.0 by Elias 
Stuifzand, Turkoois): 

●​ Native signers only — All translations are performed by Deaf professionals who are 
native users of the target sign language 
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●​ Cultural adaptation — Translations are not word-for-word. The translator adapts the 

content to be natural and clear in the target sign language 
●​ B1 level signing — Signing should be clear and concise with short sentence structures 
●​ Diversity — Translators from different backgrounds are encouraged to participate 
●​ Coach supervision — An experienced sign language coach supervises and refines 

each translation 

4.2 Technical Specifications 
Specification Requirement 

Resolution 1920×1080 (Full HD) 
Aspect ratio 16:9 
Video format .mp4 
Length 3–5 minutes per video 
Background — dark skin Beige (#efcc9e) 
Background — light skin Blue (#29325b) 
Logo Deafpedia logo in upper right corner 
Subtitles Not required (full text provided alongside video) 

 

4.3 How Contributors Can Help with Translation 

If you are a native signer and would like to translate your own article (or other published 
articles) into your national sign language, please contact us. We welcome Deaf contributors 
who want to create sign language video content. 

Requirements for sign language video contributors: 

●​ Native user of the target sign language 
●​ Access to recording equipment (camera or high-quality webcam) 
●​ Willingness to work with a sign language coach for quality review 
●​ Ability to follow technical specifications listed above 

 

5. Submission Process 

Follow these steps to submit your article to Deafpedia. The process is designed to be simple 
and supportive. 

Step 1: Check the Website 

Before you write, visit deafpedia.org and check: 

●​ Does an article on your topic already exist? 
●​ Which category best fits your topic? 
●​ Read 2–3 existing articles to understand the style and format 
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Step 2: Write Your Article 

Use the guidelines in Section 3 and the Article Template (Appendix A) to write your article. 

●​ Write in one of the accepted languages (English, Dutch, or Slovak) 
●​ Follow the article structure: Title → Introduction → Main Body → Conclusion → 

References 
●​ Keep it around 400 words 
●​ Include at least 2 citations with URLs or DOIs 

Step 3: Self-Review 

Before submitting, use the Quality Checklist (Section 8) to check your article. Go through 
each item carefully. This checklist helps you catch common issues before the editorial team 
reviews your work. 

Step 4: Submit Your Article via the Website 

Log in to the Deafpedia website and complete the submission form to submit your article. 
After submission, your entry will be sent to the Deafpedia editorial team for approval. 

Fill in the following in the form: 

●​ Your article (title, text, and references) 
●​ Your name and organization (optional; you may publish anonymously) 
●​ Article category 
●​ Tags (keywords) 
●​ Image suggestions with alt-text descriptions 
●​ Links to relevant sign language videos (optional) 

Step 5: Editorial Review 

The editorial team will review your article. This usually takes 2–4 weeks. You will receive 
one of three responses: 

Response What It Means 
Accepted Your article meets all guidelines and will be published 
Revision requested Your article needs changes. You will receive specific 

feedback 
Not accepted Your article does not fit Deafpedia. You will receive 

an explanation 

 

Step 6: Revisions (If Needed) 

If revisions are requested: 

1.​ Read the feedback carefully 
2.​ Make the requested changes 
3.​ Re-submit the revised article 
4.​ The editorial team will review again 
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There is no limit on the number of revision rounds, but most articles are published after 1–2 
revisions. 

Step 7: Publication 

Once accepted, your article will be published on deafpedia.org with your name as author 
(unless you chose to publish anonymously) 

 

6. Editorial Review Criteria 

Every submitted article is reviewed against seven quality criteria. These criteria are based on 
the Guidelines for Articles v1.5 and ensure consistent quality across all Deafpedia content. 

The Seven Quality Criteria 
# Criterion What We Check 
1 Article Structure Does the article have a clear title, introduction, organised body, and 

conclusion? 
2 Writing Style Is the language clear, accessible (A2 level), and free of jargon? 
3 European Focus Does the article provide a European perspective with examples from 

multiple countries? 
4 Visual Elements Are image suggestions provided? Is alt text included? 
5 Citations Are there at least 2 reputable sources with URLs or DOIs? 
6 Cultural Sensitivity Does the article respect Deaf culture and use appropriate terminology? 
7 Editing Quality Is the article free of spelling, grammar, and formatting errors? 

 

Scoring 

Each criterion is evaluated on a scale: 

●​ Excellent — Meets or exceeds the guideline in every respect 
●​ Good — Meets the guideline with minor areas for improvement 
●​ Needs Improvement — Partially meets the guideline; specific changes needed 
●​ Not Met — Does not meet the guideline; significant revision required 

What Leads to Each Outcome 

Accepted: All seven criteria scored as "Excellent" or "Good." 

Revision requested: One or more criteria scored as "Needs Improvement." You will receive 
specific, actionable feedback on what to change. 

Not accepted: Multiple criteria scored as "Not Met," or the topic is not suitable for 
Deafpedia. Reasons include: 

●​ Topic is not related to the Deaf community 
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●​ Content contains misinformation or harmful stereotypes 
●​ Article is promotional or commercial in nature 
●​ Content is plagiarised or violates copyright 

 

7. Quality Checklist for Contributors 

Use this checklist before you submit your article. Check each item to make sure your article 
is ready for review. 

Structure 

☐ My article has a clear, concise title (maximum 10 words) 

☐ The introduction defines the topic and explains its relevance 

☐ The main body is organised into logical sections with headings 

☐ The conclusion summarises the key points 

☐ The article is approximately 400 words long 

 

Writing Style 

☐ I used simple language (A2 level) 

☐ I used short paragraphs (2–4 sentences each) 

☐ I defined all technical terms 

☐ I avoided jargon, idioms, and complex expressions 

☐ I used active voice where possible 

 

Content 

☐ The article has a European perspective 

☐ I included examples from at least 2 European countries 

☐ I highlighted Deaf Gain and positive contributions 

☐ I avoided stereotypes and biased language 

☐ I used "Deaf" (capital D) when referring to the cultural community 
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Sources and Visuals 

☐ I cited at least 2 reputable sources 

☐ All citations include URLs or DOIs 

☐ I provided image suggestions with alt text descriptions 

☐ I used descriptive hyperlinks (not "click here") 

 

Final Check 

☐ I proofread the article for spelling and grammar 

☐ I checked that the topic does not duplicate an existing article on 
deafpedia.org 

☐ I read the article out loud to check readability 

☐ The article is in one of the accepted languages (English, Dutch, or 
Slovak) 

 

 

8. Licensing and Attribution 

Creative Commons Licence 

All articles published on Deafpedia are released under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International (CC BY-SA 4.0) licence. This means: 

●​ Anyone can share — Copy and redistribute the material in any format 
●​ Anyone can adapt — Remix, transform, and build upon the material 
●​ Attribution required — Appropriate credit must be given to the original author 
●​ ShareAlike — If you remix or adapt the content, you must distribute your contributions 

under the same licence 

What This Means for You 

By submitting an article to Deafpedia, you agree that: 

1.​ Your article will be published under the CC BY-SA 4.0 licence 
2.​ You retain authorship credit — your name will appear as the author 
3.​ Others may share and adapt your article, with proper attribution 
4.​ Deafpedia may edit your article for style, clarity, and formatting 
5.​ Your article may be translated into sign languages by the Deafpedia team 
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Attribution Format 

When your article is published, it will be credited as: 

"Article Title" by Author Name, published on Deafpedia (deafpedia.org) under CC BY-SA 4.0 

If you prefer to publish anonymously, the article will be credited to "Deafpedia Contributors." 

 

9. Community Standards and Code of Conduct 

Deafpedia is committed to creating a respectful, inclusive, and accurate resource for the 
Deaf community. All contributors must follow these community standards. 

Respectful Representation 

●​ Represent the Deaf community with dignity and respect 
●​ Acknowledge the diversity within the Deaf community 
●​ Use identity-first language when preferred by the community (e.g., "Deaf person" 

rather than "person with hearing loss") 
●​ Present Deaf culture as a rich, valuable culture — not as a disability to be pitied or 

overcome 

Cultural Sensitivity 

●​ Research your topic thoroughly before writing 
●​ Consult with members of the Deaf community when possible 
●​ Be aware of the difference between the medical model (deafness as deficit) and the 

cultural/linguistic model (Deaf as identity) 
●​ When discussing sensitive topics, present multiple perspectives 

What Is Not Acceptable 

The following content will not be published on Deafpedia: 

●​ Misinformation — False claims, unverified facts, or pseudoscience 
●​ Stereotypes — Content that reinforces negative stereotypes about Deaf people 
●​ Promotional content — Articles that primarily advertise a product, service, or 

organisation 
●​ Hate speech — Content that attacks or discriminates against any group 
●​ Plagiarism — Content copied from other sources without proper attribution 
●​ Copyright violation — Using images, text, or videos without permission 

Dispute Resolution 

If a disagreement arises about article content: 

1.​ The editorial team will contact the contributor with specific concerns 
2.​ The contributor may respond with their perspective 
3.​ The editorial team makes the final decision based on Deafpedia's guidelines 
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4.​ In cases involving cultural sensitivity, the team may consult with Deaf community 

experts 

 

10. Support and Contact 

Getting Help 

If you have questions about writing or submitting an article, you can: 

●​ Visit deafpedia.org — Browse existing articles to see examples of good content 
●​ Email the editorial team — Contact details are available on the Deafpedia website 

contact page 
●​ Review this document — Most common questions are answered in these guidelines 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: I am not a native English/Dutch/Slovak speaker. Can I still contribute? 

A: Yes! Write in the language you are most comfortable with. Our editorial team will help with 
language editing. The important thing is your knowledge and perspective. 

Q: How long does the review process take? 

A: Usually 2–4 weeks. You will receive an email when the review is complete. 

Q: Can I write about a topic specific to my country? 

A: Yes, but please also include a European perspective. For example, if you write about Deaf 
education in Germany, also discuss how it compares to other European countries. 

Q: Do I need to provide images? 

A: You do not need to provide final images. But please describe what images would 
complement your article (image suggestions with alt text). 

Q: Can I update my article after it is published? 

A: Yes. Contact the editorial team with your proposed changes. Major revisions will go 
through the review process again. 

Q: I want to translate an article into my national sign language. How do I start? 

A: Contact us through the Deafpedia website. We will discuss the technical requirements 
and connect you with a sign language coach. 

Q: Can I contribute as a team or organisation? 

A: Yes! Group submissions are welcome. Please identify a primary contact person and list all 
contributors in the submission. 

Useful Resources 

●​ Deafpedia website: https://deafpedia.org 
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●​ European Union of the Deaf (EUD): https://www.eud.eu 
●​ World Federation of the Deaf (WFD): https://wfdeaf.org 
●​ European Disability Forum (EDF): https://www.edf-feph.org 

 

Appendix A: Article Template 

Use this template as a starting point for your article. Replace the placeholder text with your 
content. 

 
TITLE OF YOUR ARTICLE 

Maximum 10 words. Clear and descriptive. 

 
Introduction 

[Write 1–2 paragraphs. Define the topic. Explain why it is relevant to Deaf readers in Europe. 
Give a brief overview of what the article covers.] 

 
Section 1: [Overview / Definition] 

[Explain the main concept. Provide a European-level overview.] 

 
Section 2: [Key Points / European Context] 

[Discuss the most important aspects of the topic. Include examples from at least 2 European 
countries.] 

 
Section 3: [Impact on the Deaf Community] 

[Explain why this topic matters for Deaf people. Include personal perspectives or quotes if 
available.] 

 
Section 4: [Current Developments / Future Outlook] (optional) 

[Discuss recent developments or what the future may hold for this topic.] 

 
Conclusion 

[Write 1 paragraph. Summarise the main points. Emphasise the European perspective. End 
with a forward-looking statement.] 

 
References 
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[1] Author/Organisation (Year). "Title." URL or DOI 

[2] Author/Organisation (Year). "Title." URL or DOI 

[3] (additional references as needed) 

 
About the Author 

[Your name, affiliation (optional). 1–2 sentences about your background or connection to the 
topic.] 

 
Image Suggestions 

●​ Image 1: [Description of what the image should show] — Alt text: [Description for screen 
readers] 

●​ Image 2: [Description of what the image should show] — Alt text: [Description for screen 
readers] 

 

Appendix B: Citation Format Examples 

Website 

[1] European Union of the Deaf (2023). "EUD Position Paper on Sign Language 
Recognition." https://www.eud.eu/position-papers/ 

Academic Paper (with DOI) 

[2] Haualand, H. & Allen, C. (2009). "Deaf People and Human Rights." World Federation of 
the Deaf. https://doi.org/10.xxxx/example 

Report 

[3] European Commission (2021). "Union of Equality: Strategy for the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities 2021-2030." https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=738&langId=en 

News Article 

[4] The Guardian (2024). "Sign Language Recognition Advances Across Europe." 
https://www.theguardian.com/example 

Book 

[5] Ladd, P. (2003). "Understanding Deaf Culture: In Search of Deafhood." Multilingual 
Matters. 

Formatting Rules: 

●​ Always include the author or organisation name 
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●​ Include the year of publication 
●​ Put the title in quotation marks 
●​ Include the full URL or DOI 
●​ Number your references: [1], [2], [3], etc. 
●​ In the article text, refer to sources by their number: "According to the EUD [1], sign 

language recognition..." 

 

Appendix C: Glossary of Key Terms 
Term Definition 

A2 Language Level A basic level of language according to the Common European Framework (CEFR). 
A2 means simple, everyday language that is easy to understand 

Accessibility Making content, services, and environments available to everyone, including people 
with disabilities 

Alt Text A text description of an image that is read by screen readers. It helps people who 
cannot see the image understand what it shows 

Audism Discrimination or prejudice against Deaf people based on the belief that hearing and 
speaking are superior 

CC BY-SA 4.0 Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International — a licence that allows 
sharing and adapting content with proper credit 

Deaf (capital D) Refers to the cultural and linguistic identity of people who identify as members of the 
Deaf community 

deaf (lowercase d) Refers to the audiological condition of not hearing 
Deaf Gain A perspective that frames deafness as a form of diversity that brings unique 

contributions to society, rather than a loss 
Deafhood A concept introduced by Paddy Ladd that describes the process of becoming and 

being Deaf, emphasising cultural identity over medical condition 
DOI Digital Object Identifier — a permanent link to a source document (e.g., 

https://doi.org/10.1000/xyz). Using a DOI ensures the source can always be found 
NGT Nederlandse Gebarentaal — Dutch Sign Language 
SPJ Slovenský posunkový jazyk — Slovak Sign Language 
UN CRPD United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities — an 

international treaty that protects the rights of disabled people, including Deaf people 
URL Uniform Resource Locator — the web address of a page (e.g., https://deafpedia.org) 

 

 
 

— End of Guidelines — 

TIP: Do not worry if your first draft is not perfect! The editorial team is here to help you improve 
your article. Every published author started somewhere. 
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